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Question: What does the vision phrase "reach people" mean to you? 

 

1. Bring people to Christ, develop them as disciples, and send them into the world. 

2. Be the kind of magnetic Christian that draws people to the faith – you reach people by 
building bridges of understanding and acceptance. 

3. Tell the Good News – bring to fellowship 

4. "Healing of hurts and pain," "emotional, Spiritual, even water, food, shelter" – making 
them feel truly loved and accepted right where they are 

5. Provide for the physical, spiritual, and emotional needs for those folks in our 
community who may be searching for a church home and a relationship with our 
Heavenly Father. This is done by our buildings, programs and our people; using our 
mission and core values. 

6. Reaching those churched and unchurched within our community 

7. Being open to needs of people who come here and those in community and offer them 
the Christian faith in a way that is on their level of understanding 

8. Introduce people to Christ through word, service, or material assistance.  

9. Connect with people in an area of their physical need so that in learning the "why" of 
our actions they would be introduced to the life-changing fact of who Jesus is. 

10. Contribute to transforming their lives to become FDF; begin by introducing them to 
the love of Jesus 

11. Meeting people's needs as a way of bringing them to a saving and trusting faith in 
Jesus 

12. People who already attend – finding out who they are. Make them welcome. 
Encourage them to give and serve and what it means.  
People who do not attend – make unbelievers so curious that they want to come to 
LCUMC to find out why we are so excited about God 

13. That we use whatever means are available to let people know Jesus loves them and 
Long's Chapel (LC) wants them to know Him and them to be part of us. 

14. Anyone who is not already connected or unhappy where they are in life. 

15. Magnet to draw unchurched or inactive; opportunities that will stir interest in 
becoming involved in serving God. 

16. Those who make up LC 

17. Bring others to the kingdom – make disciples 

18. #1 for Jesus. #2 their needs. #3 that they belong here and have a ministry here. 

19. Existing members as well as prospective members. Fellowship. Hearing the Good 
News. Opportunities for growth. 

20. Being a community that intentionally tries to connect with others on a personal basis 
with the goal of helping them becoming fully devoted followers. 
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21. Touch peoples' lives; help them at their point of need; introduce them to Jesus. 

22. Leaving the comfort of our space to meet people where they are; not getting 
comfortable with ourselves. 

23. Living out the visible love and teaching of Christ in sincere and humble ways 

24. Bringing lost souls into the kingdom of God. Making them feel comfortable, safe, 
challenged, and spiritually fed to go out and "reach" other lost souls. 

25. To reach the unchurched and those who do not have a personal relationship with 
Jesus 

26. To engage, draw in, befriend, witness to, love on, and minister with; pulling 
individuals into our faith community 

27. I like the idea of local to global 

28. To be able to meet people where they are in life and share the Gospel, as they follow 
and continue to share the Gospel with others 

29. To impact the lives of those we encounter in a positive way with the love and grace of 
Christ. 

30. The phrase means more than just telling people about the church and of God, but 
truly being a role model of what a Christian is. People have to want to change and we 
have to reach out by being there for them. 

31. To me this means that we show other people outside and inside our church that we 
truly care about them and share our love and faith in Christ with them. 

32. I believe Long's Chapel is the most diverse church I have ever attended. We prove 
every Sunday that we can be Republicans, Democrats, Independents, tea-party folks, 
young, old, etc. but put aside our differences to worship the one true King. We can 
reach every part of our population because we have people representing every part 
already attending. 

33. Insuring that the Word of God is given to as many people as possible. 

34. Be in regular, meaningful communication with people about the important issues in 
their lives. 

35. Ministering to others locally and around the world 

36. Be Jesus' hands and feet; present the Gospel in our love for each other and our 
witness and our example of lives set free and changed 

37. Getting more people involved and learning. 

38. Touching people I such a way that they develop a living and passionate relationship to 
God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit 

39. To live my life for Jesus in such a way that others are attracted to Him. To share 
faith: what does following Jesus mean in my life. To be a friend, meeting needs 
where I can, lending help where I can. 

40. Connecting with others in such a way that transforms their lives. This can be 
accomplished in many ways, but one-to-one contact methods are most effective. 
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41. Invite to worship – fellowship – study group; witness to/about my faith journey; pray 
for; speak to at worship or other occasions; serve a need 

42. Sending teams to foreign countries to minister and serve where it's so desperately 
needed. To serve our local people at the Open Door with regular full worship 
experience, AA and meeting the needs of the clients there. 

43. Reaching people through the Mission Team is a question for me. They have little to no 
dollars designated for mission. LCUMC administration has decided on no more special 
offerings and no fundraisers on site. Someone explain to me how we reach people to 
the "ends of the earth?"  
Having church services at the Open Door has been talked about for 3-4 years; how 
long does it take for Perry (a pastor) to come up with a sermon? 

44. Reaching those who are not presently church-connected. 

45. That people not connected with a church can feel the enthusiasm and love shown by 
the members of Long's Chapel 

46. The extension of the church, through various avenues, to impact individuals in the 
name of Christ 

47. Spread the faith to others 

48. Seek out those who don't attend church and give them the opportunity to hear the 
Gospel preached as an answer to their needs now and for eternity 

49. There are millions lost and Jesus gave us so much that we ought to be obedient and 
helpful to tell other beggars where to get bread 

50. Introduction of people to Jesus and His people 

51. To bring people to Christ that would not normally find their way there on their own 

52. Give them an opportunity to grow in their understanding and need for faith in God 

53. We need to go where they are … not expect them to come to us 

54. To present the Gospel to people at all levels of faith – through teaching, worship, and 
witnessing 

55. To move out of our comfort zones and engage people in our church who are not in 
church now 

56. Reach out and meet people where they are 

57. Means to have an impact that results in people acknowledging a need for God and 
accepting Him into their lives 

58. Make them aware of the Gospel, the church and Long's Chapel, and how it can/does 
affect our lives. Similar to an open invitation 

59. Leading them to Christ and ministering to their needs 

60. Means to always invite people to our church family – wherever you may meet them 

61. Providing opportunities and meeting the needs of those around us. We reach people 
by living out what we believe. 

62. Means reaching the unchurched 
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63. To minister to the needs of all the people we can, including the whole person, with 
emphasis on the spiritual 

64. Open hands, heart, arms and reach out to everyone 

65. That the church can expand and grow and reach people in need. Younger generation 

66. In the church – bring them to a relationship with Christ 
Out of the church – bring Christ to them through good works and teaching 

67. Impress them with Christian attitudes and behaviors by example 

68. It is the mandate of the church! 

69. To seek people where they are in live and be able to show them the love of Christ so 
they will be hungry for more 

70. As ministers, we are sent by God to tell the good news and bring others to Jesus 

71. Touch their heats for Jesus 

72. Share faith in Jesus one-on-one and in corporate worship 

73. There is a need. Would love to spread what we have at Long's Chapel to other 
Methodist churches. 

74. That you should be salt & light wherever you are. 

75. To be the best representative of a daughter of Jesus that I can possibly be to the 
world near and far 

76. Connect with the unchurched and the underchurched (those who just come and do 
not participate in any meaningful way) 

77. Looking at many different ways to bring people to the love of Christ through word, 
deeds, actions, etc. 

78. Bring Jesus into people's lives, whether in church or in community 

79. Those who are unchurched, we can meet their needs 

80. We must show Christ in all our encounters with family, friends, neighbors, and anyone 
we come in contact 

81. A united purpose-driven church with united goals 

82. Witnessing and welcoming visitors and members of our church, in the community, and 
world 

83. Bringing people to Christ 

84. Have a positive Christ-reflecting impact on their life 

85. Bring people to our church and to Jesus Christ 

86. Draw people in to the church to get more of their questions answered and receive 
spiritual encouragement leading to growth 

87. Giving people a place where they come to friend Jesus 

88. Building significant relationships, not just a passing acquaintance 

89. That we should be salt and light wherever we are 
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90. minister in Jesus' name and power to show His love for each person 

91. Just what it says – but to enlarge it, "people" must be all levels – economically, 
socially, educationally 

92. Being of an open mind and heart to strangers among us; a willingness to accept others 
as they are without judgment 

93. Means to "go out" and find people in need of God's Grace and Love who are not 
already in a place that shows and nurtures that, and to point them through active 
love to Jesus and to community 

94. Get people involved in the life of the church – including participation in the activities 
of some groups within the church 

95. Draw people to a knowledge of and a commitment to Jesus Christ whether as new 
believers or "recalled" to their faith 

96. To meet people at their point of need and be a part of assimilating them into the 
body of Christ so that (1) they may receive Him as Savior (if an unbeliever) and (2) 
grow in their knowledge and understanding 

97. The opportunity through Jesus and the church, to go out and "walk the walk." 
Fellowshipping outside the walls. 

98. The "reach people" part is to have them engage in small group participation or study. 
They have to begin to share themselves to be reached. 

99. Like Pastor Chuck's sermon on prejudice, we need to show Jesus' love to all types of 
people. If we do this, we'll reach them. 

100. To share the Gospel by word, action, and location; to get outside. 

101. It brings me to the verse, "Rejoice with those who rejoice and mourn with those who 
mourn." In this corrupt and crazy world, I want people to see Jesus Christ as the 
answer, not Mark Zuckerberg. 

102. Bringing people into our faith community and making them feel comfortable … then 
have them become involved in the faith community. 

103. Non-Long's Chapel people 

104. Winning people to Christ across all age groups and economic strata. It means to be 
intergenerational. 

105. Internal connection and outreach to others in the community and around the world 

106. To be known in the community, have our name out there and the community will 
know where/who Long's Chapel is. 

107. Invite people and have them come to church and get plugged in to small groups and 
eventually become a welcoming disciple themselves who reach out to people 

108. Making a real difference in their life on a very personal level 

109. to lead others to a commitment in Jesus Christ; sharing your salvation experience by 
word and by living it 

110. doesn't grab me 
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111. it means Long's Chapel, Waynesville, and the world 

112. visit people; witness at work, organizations; invite to Bible studies, women's 
programs, concerts, worship, outings; be open and visible in our community 

113. making Christ known to unbelievers and those who have had negative thoughts about 
a previous experience 

114. that we receive any and all new persons who come to our church; by welcoming 

115. go where people are and be Jesus to them 

116. it means everything, but "disciplining" is equally important to the vision and impact 
of Long's Chapel 

117. get others involved in the life of the church 

118. this is what church should be – bringing people in, discipline, and give people a 
"family" to love them and help meet needs 

119. absolutely critical and necessary for a church to keep growing and reaching others 
for Christ 

120. reaching out to others to tell them about Christ, whether it be local or outside the 
church walls 

121. where we are going, how we intend to do it as a congregation to meet the mission of 
this church 

122. relate in a personal and meaningful way, not just accumulate numbers 

123. reaching people who have primarily spiritual needs but also physical 

124. it means "Hallie's" story; it means going out into communities to help with needs -- 
as a church body 

125. it is and should be our desire and vision to share the love of Jesus with others – that 
is why we are here 

126. touching hearts with the Good News of Jesus and continuing to minister to their 
needs 

127. to impact their spiritual lives and give them a place for spiritual nurturing 

128. leading people to relationship with Jesus by building relationships with them through 
meeting their needs: spiritually, socially (community), physically (food, shelter, 
etc.), emotionally ("connected-ness") 

129. reach, to me, means more than just contact; it means making an impact on peoples' 
lives and specifically help them develop a closer, meaningful relationship with Jesus 
Christ 

130. everybody ought to know who Jesus is (this is a chorus that comes to my mind) 

131. telling everyone about Jesus 

132. work with others but with restraints to stay within our means 

133. the Great Commission 

134. meaningful connection and impact 
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135. unchurched, needy people; however they need to be reached; to help them to know 
Jesus in their lives 

136. make them aware of Jesus Christ; desire for proactive growth 

137. be built up during church time so that I can reach out to friends in the community 
and bring them with me to be "built up" or learn the gospel for the first time 

138. Take time to tell people that Jesus is the only way to be saved and find their way to 
God 

139. Connect to those not in church, invite them in, lead them to Christ 

140. It is a three-phase meaning: (1) spiritually - bringing people to know God and have a 
personal relationship with Him; (2) emotionally – meeting needs on every level of 
one's life; (3) physically – providing services to physically help those in need make it 
to church (we as a church are doing the community an injustice if someone wants to 
come and doesn't have transportation). 

141. Having a relationship with them so as to share my faith and make them want to be a 
part of our faith community 

142. Leading to Christ, meeting physical needs 

143. Missions, both locally and far-reaching 

144. To bring others – family, friends, neighbors, the world 

145. Truly connecting with people and making a difference in their lives. 

146. Get people's attention through positive means of living Christ's words in action 

147. Touch lives, tell them about Jesus, speak to their hearts 

148. Connect with those who need to know Jesus 

149. Great idea; touch people to learn God's words 

150. Doing ministry "off campus" 

151. Bringing them in to worship our Lord. But also, bringing our Lord to them, their 
hearts, etc. Enabling God to go from one's head (knowledge) to one's heart (feeling 
and believing on a personal level). 

152. Reach out, communicate, interact, welcome, teach and lecture, become a part of 
our family 

153. I still need to get a better feel for this one 

154. Bringing people to Jesus and living the word of Jesus out in the world 

155. "Reach people" also should reflect "teach people" in the biblical sense 

156. Influence others in their environment and interest 

157. Not necessarily "reaching" by use of our current buildings. More projects such as 
Mission Haywood. 

158. Reach new people that don't attend church, perhaps don't believe in Jesus or those 
that grow away from church 
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159. To be open and welcoming in our services and classes. To explore new ways, new 
media and events to get others exposed to Christian living 

160. meaningful relationships; many contacts with someone; fun times and deep 
conversations 

161. Making an opportunity for people to become followers of Jesus… touching people in 
such a way that they want to become more committed in their Christian growing or 
to start that growing 

162. Identifying individuals and groups of people who are not being reached and finding 
ways to reach them and address their needs with the goal of taking Christ to them 
and drawing them into the life of our faith community 

163. To me, "reach people" means to be a welcome source for spiritual learning/guidance 
to those in our community and beyond. There would be no distinction based upon 
age, race, or economic situation. 

164. Get people where they are; move to them (physically and metaphorically) and bring 
them into the fold 

165. It means meeting people where they are (spiritually, physically, etc.). Seeing and 
meeting their needs and walking with them on God's path. 

166. Evangelism 

167. "Preach the Gospel. Use words when necessary." 

168. It is our duty as Christians to reach out to others to let them know about the love of 
Christ. To let them know that that love is there for all who believe. 

169. Taking the Word to others. 

170. Extend our faith and love out to the community to develop followers of Christ 

171. Allow for a dialog about faith with the unchurched… allow those in faith to grow 
beyond their thoughts of Christian limits 

172. Make people reach out and be followers of Jesus Christ 

173. Great commission. To connect with others to share the Gospel and encourage them 
in their walk with the Lord 

174. People responding to Christianity "offers" i.e., first timers returning again and again 

175. It is simply expanding the kingdom. It means seeing unbelievers becoming born 
again. 

176. Connect with like mind to create a sense of wonder to explore deeper 

177. Meet new people and learn what their goals are 

178. Share God's Word and Love through outreach, discipleship, fellowship and mission. 
(b) Harvest the unbelievers and stagnant worshipers. (c) Accountability to God that 
Long's and its members reaches, teaches, enables through shepherding a greater 
spiritual contact through sharing THE WORD. 

179. That we who comprise the church at LC actively commit to activities and ministries 
that connect with persons who are not now in a relationship with God and God's 
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people. "Reaching out" means giving a face and voice to God's Love as well as putting 
hands and feet on God's Love to minister to the spiritual, physical, and relational 
needs of people. 

180. "Reach people" has two meanings to me. First, as an outreach to those outside of the 
church house walls by presenting the gospel in ways that have meaning to the 
unsaved. Secondly, to feed the flock within the walls. To motivate them to study 
the word, to practice the lessons taught, serving others, and being prepared and 
willing to evangelize and disciple. 

181. Touch people for Jesus 

182. Reach people where they are in life. Sharing the love of Jesus 

183. To be openly bold to reach out to people wherever they are in their spiritual 
journey, by living and expressing the Word while providing a safe and consistent 
family of believers to nurture them.  

184. (11 responses were blank) 


